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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 
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2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)Q This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "interface for 
mounting a removable seat 38" must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the 
claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 3 and 9-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Cesana (EP-0348653). 

The EP-0348653 reference discloses a shower surround comprising a base 
portion 12; a first wall portion 17; a second wall portion 19; a corner portion 20 engaged 
with the base portion, the first wall portion, and the second wall portion; and the corner 
portion 20 comprising a cavity constituting an interface for mounting a removable 
component 31 (Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 3, a removable component includes a drawing 31 constituting a 

shelf. 

Regarding claim 9, the shower surround comprises a top rim 34 engageable with 
the corner portion 20, the first wall portion 17, and the second wall portion 19 (Fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 10, the shower head 35 mounted to the top rim 34. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the shower surround comprises a water conduit 35' which 
communicates water to the shower head 35, the water conduit 35' located at least 
partially through the top rim 34 (Fig. 5). 

4. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Jacuzzi et al 
(D 383,198). 
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The Jacuzzi et al reference discloses a shower surround comprising a base 
portion (tub portion); a first wall portion (left wall from the corner shelf structure); a 
second wall portion (right wall the corner shelf structure); a third wall portion (door); and 
a corner portion (shelf structure) engaged with the base portion, the first wall portion, 
and the second wall portion, the corner portion comprising a plurality of shelves. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 4-6 and 12-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Cesana (EP-0348653) in view of Britt et al (4,319,792). 

Although Cesana does not specifically disclose that a central column cabinet 20 
comprises a multiple horizontal slots for removably mounting the shelves 27, attention is 
directed to the Britt et al reference which discloses a shelf structure of a bathroom 
cabinet comprising shelves removably attached to the structure via the slots between 
projections 18a and 18b and locking members 24a and 24b. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the shelves of Cesana such that they are 
removably attached to the corner portion via slots formed by the projections and locking 
members in view of the teaching of the Britt et al reference for easily adjusting the 
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position of the shelves to accommodate different sizes of soap, shampoo and other 
bathing accessories. 

7. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cesana 
(EP-0348653) in view of Bonack et al (6,640,354). 

Although Cesana does not disclose a seat mounted to the corner portion of the 
shower device, attention is directed to the Bonack et al reference which discloses 
shower device comprising a seat mounted at a corner portion of the shower. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to provide seat on the Cesana shower device in view of 
the teaching of the Bonack et al reference for providing comfort a user, such as, the 
elderly, handicapped and children. 

8. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cesana 
(EP-0348653) in view of Zaccai et al (5,329,650). 

Although the Cesana reference does not disclose that the shower surround 
includes an integral light within the corner portion, attention is directed to Zaiccai et al 
reference which discloses a shower surround comprising a light 98 integral within a 
control column 32. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made provide a light integral in the corner portion (control 
column) of the Cesana shower device in view of the teaching of the Zaccai et al 
reference for providing comfort to a user. 
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9. Claims 1, 3-6, 9, 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Jacuzzi et al (D 383,198) in view of Haghayegh (6,591,762). 

The Jacuzzi reference discloses a shower surround comprising a base portion 
(tub portion); a first wall portion (left wall from the corner shelf structure); a second wall 
portion (right wall the corner shelf structure); a corner portion (shelf structure) engaged 
with the base portion, the first wall portion, and the second wall portion; and the corner 
portion comprising a plurality of shelves. 

Although the Jacuzzi et al reference does not disclose that the shelves are 
removably mounted to the corner shelf structure via horizontal slots, attention is directed 
to the Haghayegh reference which teaches a shelf 20 having structures 29 for 
removably mounted to a corner via slots 40,50. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the shelves of the Jacuzzi et al shower stall in 
view of the teaching of the Haghayegh reference so that shelves can be removably 
mounted to the corner structure via slots for easy adjustment as needed. 

Regarding claims 4-6, the modified corner portion would include a multiple shelf 

slots. 

Regarding claims 9 and 16, the shower surround comprises a top rim 
engageable with the corner, first and second portions, wherein the rim is an annular 
frame. 

Regarding claim 17, the annular frame defines an opening there through that is 
generally parallel to the base portion (Figs. 1 and 7). 
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Regarding claim 18, the shelf slots would include openings that extend into the 
corner portion. 

10. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Jacuzzi et 
al (D 383,198) in view of Haghayegh (6,591,762) as described above and further in view 
of Zaccaietal (5,329,650). 

Although the Jacuzzi et al reference does not disclose that the shower surround 
includes an integral light within the corner portion, attention is directed to Zaiccai et al 
reference which discloses a shower surround comprising a light 98 integral within a 
control column 32. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made provide a light integral in the corner portion (shelf 
portion) of the Jacuzzi et al shower device in view of the teaching of the Zaccai et al 
reference for providing comfort to a user. 

Response to Arguments 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments filed 12/14/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Regarding the applicant's arguments that there is no motivation to modify the 
shower surround of Cesana to include removable shelves of Britt because the shelf of 
Britt is for particular use in a cabinet and to for a shower cubicle, Britt is non-analogous 
art, the examiner respectfully disagrees with the applicant. Britt discloses a shelf for 
attaching to a cabinet in a bathroom environment. Cesana disclose a shower device a 
having a central column including shelves, draws, receptacle with door panels all which 
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constitute a cabinet in a bathroom environment. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the shelves of the Cesana cabinet to be 
removable in view of the teaching of Britt for enhancing the convenient use of the 
shelves. 

12. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 20 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

13. Claim 19 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

14. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Huyen Le whose telephone number is 571-272-4890. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Justine Yu can be reached on 571-272-4835. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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February 28, 2006 SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3700 



